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001' Source still living in Memphis was a former member of the 

002 Invaders. He was a chief organizer, young , smart just out of high 

003 school .According to Kay Pittman Plack, source was the son of a 

004 chemist and quite unlike the toughies of the gang. She 

005 constantly warned him not to hang around with the Invaders 

006 thugs. 

007 Source said that the Invaders were organized in Dec 1967. "an 

008 injustice was being done to the sanitation workers and we were 
00S tired of seeing black people brutalized by the police. Most of 
■010 the leaders of the group were college students.lt was .a fad for 

011 them to get caught up In radicalism. The group initially was 

012 chartered by the state of Tenn. and there was an admini strat ive 

013 arm headed by Charles Cabbage, the president . (more on Cabbage 

014 later.) Cabbage's group set down the orders, rules and policy 

015 conditions.'' 

016 Source said that the Invaders, were not responsible for the 

017 March 28 riots, but this is contradicted by eyewitneses and 

018 scores of other sources. "Most of the Invaders were pulling 

019 security doing the insurrection." he said. ''The riot as I 

020 understand it was not planned." 

021 Undercover Memphis cop who penetrated Invaders. 

022 , "The undercover cop was Merrill McCullough, we found out who 
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he was. He was very active before his rple was 
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"On the day that Dr. King was shot McCullough was on the 

027 security guard ^or him. The Invaders bad a four man detail 

028 assigned to provide security for Dr. King. I had a room at the 
02S . Lorraine Motel next to King's. There were two two-man teams and 
030 we provided protection around the clock while King was in town. 


031 A strange thing happened on the day he was killed. Near 6 

032 o'clock we were told that police went to some of the local 

033 leaders (around King)' and told them that King was a renouned. 

034 leader and that it wouldn't look right if violence occured and 

035 police, were' noi where around. T * 3 e were told that the Memphis 

036 polkice would provide protection. And shortly before 6 o'clock 

037 we were pulled off by King's people .And this was minutes before 

038 King , was killed at the Lorraine. It looked like it was planned. 

03S He was hit between the time we were pulled off and the arrival 

040 of the police security. 



041 When we were ~pu lied off' we packed up our stuffs and — part — oirr— 

042 handguns in our cars in the parking lot.. I think that there were 

043 black detectives on the scene. Our four man security guard was 

044 down in the parking Lot when King was hit. McCullough was • 

045 standing down in the parking lot.- 

046 ''Rev. James Bevel was the one who told us directly that we 

047 were off security. The others were Rev. Harold M iddlebrook ,Rev . 

048 William Johnson, Rev. Sample, Rev. T. J. Johnson. King himself 

049 never did see us as security (this checks out. with other 

050 sources. )But hi staff knew we were on security Some of us had 

051 rooms at the Lorraine. McCullough did not live at the Lorraine. 

052 He was on the scene when the hit went down, standing near his 

053 fastback, blue VW . 



054 



055 McCullough was very provocative. Next to me he was the most 

056 provocative member of. the Invaders. He didn't physically attack 

057 anyone, hut he. was in on most of the meetings suggesting* things 

058 that we ought to he doing. 

05S We discovered who McCullough was by ■ following him around one 

060 day. Some of the guys had gotten suspicious about. him. At first 

061 we couldn'T believe it. We had a meeting among. ourselves and 

062 decided, that we should off him. An order was issued to off him, 

063 to wipe him out. Noue of us wanted to be the one to do it. We had 

064 gotten involved in spontaneous violence in the past, .but 

065 planning!, a cold-bloodied execution was another story. I doubt 

066 if anyone in the Invaders would have done it. 

067 "He later found cut that we knew and he hung around- the 

068 group for a while longer and then he got a transfer. (Sweet 

069 Willie Wine said that McCullough went undercover as a hippy type 

070 at Memphis State College.)' 

071 "We were infiltrated so bad after the assassination that a 
072 1 lot of us were arrested, set-up and sent to jail. I did four 

073 years for incitinga riot. 

074 ''There was this one time after the assassination when Andy 

075 Young stood up at a SCLC meeting and said that the invaders were 

076 responsible for killing Dr. Xing .We demanded a public apology 

077 and Young said no. He said it again at another meeting . andone of 

078 our guys jumped up and put a .45 at his head and demanded an 
07S apology'. All hell broke loose and Eosiah Williams of SCLC later 

080 apoloigized for the statement." 

081 
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FRANK HOLLOMAN 

084 Holloman , the former safety director of Memphis, was in 

085 charge of the fire department and police on April 4, 1968-. 

066 Holloman has been quiet on the subject over the years. He is 

/ 

087 still in Memphis. My telephone conversation with him was short 

088 and so I will run it 0 & A. 

089 0.1 would like to ask you a few questions about the King 

090 case. 

091 A. No sir. I have nothing to say about the case. I don'T want 

092 to be abupt but this is ay policy. The case with Ray is still in 
093- litigation. I got a similar request from another national 

094 magazine last week. 

095 Q.Sir, what I'm interested in has nothing to do with the 

096 Ray's casebut rather rumors and unsubstantiated stories about 

097 you and the 1 conduct of your office while you were the qafety 

096 director. Much of this information I suspect is inaccurate and 

099 you can set the record straight for all times. 

100 For instance were black firemen and policemen transferred 

101 from the immediate areas around the Lorraine Hotel on April 3 

102 and 4? 

103 A. Well, I will answer that question if it doesn't lead to 

104 others. No that is absolutely not true.- 

105 Q.Did you receive information that there had been a death 

106 threat on officer Ed Redditt's life? 

107 A. Yes. (Haltingly) I did receive a report that there was a 
106 threat of officer Redditt's life. 


109 


Q. Where did the threat come from? 



110 A. (H'ltingly) .. .Where it ame from can't say. 

111 0. Was a secret service officer from Washington involved in 

112 delivering the message? 


113 A. (Haltingly) ... I don't recall .Even if I did I don't think I 

114 would say. We don't know what's going to he significant in this 

115 case. I have already gone much farther than I shoulw in speaking 

116 with you. 

117 - 

118 

112 - .Henry Lux 

120 Lux on April 4, 1S68 was assistant chief of the Memphis 

121 police department. He is now a college teacher in Memphis. 

122 There was no thought given to pulling hlack policemen out of 

123 the area around the . Lorraine hotel. There was only a small 

124 number of hlack policemen on the force at that time. We' had 

125 hlack policemen assigned to Hr. ling for personal security. They 

126 (King's staff) did not let us know when he arrived. Hedditt was 

127 one of the policemen keeping the department advised when the 


126 strike started. He was in plainclothes. He could hace been in 
122 the vicinity of the Lorraine. 


130 The Invaders were, a young somewhat radical pro-black group. 

131 They had no great inelence in the black area. They started at 


132 the black high school. They were not a factor in th e ri ot.T was 


133 marching with Dr. King near the front of the march on the 28th. 


134 The riots was his first had experience he (felt that)he had 

135 to prove himself .After the riots broke out that day he went to 

136 the Hi Vermont ) .Holiday Inn in a private vehicle. The newspaper 
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raised the question about his going there that day. I'm almost 

138 positive that an article was in the Commercial-Appeal. He 

139 probablt read that article. 

140 Hay's escape from Memphis was no great problem. It. was a 

141 simple matter. The only information was that a white Mustang 

142 left the area. Police stopped some white cars, but in 4-minutes 

143 he could have been in Arkansas, and in 10-12 minutes.be could 

144 have been in Mississippi. 

145 Generally we flooded the area looking for witnesses. There 

146 was no sparing of resources. Ray was looked, upon with disfavor 

14? as far as we were concerned, we didn't want a riot 

148 We like to kill our people with the ballot boxes. 

149 (This last gem of wisdom as it applies to King is 

150 threadbare.) 

1.51 The question we faced after his (Hay's) capture was could, we 

152 get a jury that would convict. We considered the consequences of 

153 a hung jury. It was a charged, atmosphere the status quo had been. 

154 Sdisrupted. 

155 Hay benefits as long as the case is shrouded in mystery. It 

156 helps in selling books. 

15? 

158 Arthur Murtagh 

159 Murtagh was is the former FBI. agent working out of Atlanta 

160 who appeared, before the House Select Committee on Intelligence 

161 on Nov. 18, 1975. He is a retired special agent who workd for 

162 Hoover for saome 20 years, working with the FBI's internal 

163 security squad in Atlanta for 10 years , — 1960-1971 .Murtagn is 

1 FA t Vi p pp-PTit wh n tnia t. hp r Omm it t. pp t Vi p t. Vip vp<; i n c. t m n t pd to 



165 obtain through his informants handwriting samples of Andre Young 

166 of Atlanta. He said that he refused "because he said "the 

16? information was going to he used for one of the illegal purposes 

168 of the Bureau." 

169 What follows is an account of an interview I had by telephone 

170 with Murtagh. 

171 "I was on the intelligence/security squad working on the 

172 investigation of. Ray. I was with the unit nine years before 

173 that. I was on the squad that hand) led the wiretap of hr. King. 

174 "l get questions from all across the country about the King 
175- case. If anybody could understand the full function of the 

176 bureau under Hoover it would heir in understanding how cases. 

17? were investigated. Hoover absoltely controlled the buireau. By 
178 ■ ontrolling the budget he was able to get presonnel. Under him 
176 there was an erosion of personell management. There was never ay 

180 check on his excess of power. 

181 "Hoover believed that the civil. rights movemet was a foreign 

182 dominated agency. However, Hoover was a radical extremist of the 

183 right. His solutions were of an absolute nature. He tolerated no 

184 inteference. This was the sort of atmosphere that the ling 

166 investigation was conducted in. The RBI under Hoover believed tha 

186 Knig was a foreign communist agent. He was the enemy. In this 

187 sort of atmosphere, the bureau's investigating King's murder was 
168 like the CIA investigating the assassination of a Russian 

189 premier. 

190 Boov er seldom fired agent s? it was almost unh eard of . He 

191 would keep them in at any price, alcoholics would be transferred 

1.S2 3 or 4 times. This way he controlled the dissidents. Under 

193 Hoover agents were bought men. He was a. mastrer of FR . For i 



194 instance .many people "believe today that most of the I’ll agents 

195 arelawyers and accountants. Only 7% of the agents were "actually 

196 lawyers and accountants. The majority were footbasll coaches, 

197 and Hoover would get the Congres to pay these agents a lot of 

198 money, much more than they could earn, anywhere else.Beginninbg 

199 agents started as grade 10. While beginning Secret Service 

270 agents, for instance, started as -grade 7. The bureau paid more. 

201 And by the time they were 35 years old or so they would be at 

202 grade 13 and making more money than they ever dreamed of. T’n 

203 security mentality of the agent contributed ; to making some of 

204 them robots with a captive mind. And it was Hoover's influence 
235 and the agents loyalty that effected thye King investigation. 

206 fgents usually with the process of clipping. teletype would 

277 edit the messages In such a- way that the bureau, had to ask no 

208 fuirther questions.. O^ten this method would serve to cover. 

209 leads. There was an unwritten policy that you should not ask 

210 more than you need to know. i This sppds to he *he antithesis of 

211 investyigation and may indeed help explain the incompetency 

212 in scores of case they have been involved 

213 years. )Their memos would usually say what was acceptable not 

214 damninr . The agents, would lie' without knowing that they were 

215 lying . there was nop one to oppose them. 

216 MY GUESS IS THAT AN INVESTIGATION 0? THE KING CASE WOULD COME 

217 UP WITH A CONSPIRACY. 

218 I worked on the murder of the three civil rights workers and 

219 if that case hadn't been of major inportance to LBJ it wouldnot 

220 have bee solved. 

221 The Mo of the bureau in all of these cases is 'hit 'em hard 

222 and lose interest, let them die dow. 



223 in 1960 we investigated the daily demonstrations in Albany 

224 Georgia with some 40 agents. These intelligeance details were 

225 assigned to agents who were safe good solid rednecks. There was 

226 a lot of brutality. People got sbeat up. Houses got shot into.. 

227 There was an agent Marion Cheek who had 40 agents down there. 

228 Cheeks face had beer damaged in a jet crash, he was a racist, a 

229 strong personality type. When I first went to Albany he (Cheek) 

230 kept telling me to make sure that I locked my hotel doors. ' I 

231 told my wife not to come out of the house until this thing 

232 (demonstrations) is over,' he said. Cheek was the guys that 

233 civil rights complaints had to come through. 

234 Cheek was an honest man but to him a black man was not 

235 injured until his skull was busted, cr there was blood coming 

236 out of his brains. The rest of the complaints were just bullshit 

237 to him. Hacks in Albany called Cheek "Scarf ace . ' The local 

238 blacks went to. King and criticized the FBI conduct. King went to 

239 the. bureau and criticized their action. 

240 From that day on King was at the top of Hoover shit list. The 

241 only other person they pursued with such intensity was Hoff a . 

242 Many of the agents were convinced by Eoovew that King was the 

243 devil incarnater.I remember when King got shot. I was in Atlanta 

244 and this fellow agent was in the parking lot. When Kin? was shot 

245 this agent went on a 30-minute high. He and some of the other 

246 agents were ecstatic with joy. He said now maybe we can stop 
■247 this civil rights stuff. He never cooled down never got off teat 

248 high. He just kept saying 'They got Zoro, They got . Zorro. They 

249 finally got that s on-of-a-bi t ch . Zorro was King's code name in 

250 the intelligeance unit. This was the kind of menta lity that 

251 dominated the intelligence section of the bureau. 

252 You will find that there are very few agents, even ex- 



253 agents who will talk. Not many of them were analytical. They 

254 didn't really see too much. 
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256 THERE WAS NO FBI INVESTGATICN AT ALL BASED ON THE 

25? CONTEMPLATION OF A CONSPIRACY. OUR JOB WAS TO CATCH THE 
25S MURDERER . 

259 

260 

261 Robert Jensen 

262 Jensen was the FBI agentin cha.rge at the time King was 

263 assassinated in Memphis. The following in an account of an 

264 intervierw with him Jan. 20. 

265 "There were no FBI agent in the area of the Lorraine Motel 

266 around the time Kig was killed. They had no reason to he there. 
26? There may have been an agent driving home and passing near the 

268 arua, buit there certainly were none on duty. 

269 "I was roitified immediately by the Memphis Police 

2?0 Department that King had been shot. Soon after, as soon as I was 
2?1 able to get my notes toge'her, I placed a call to Washington 
2?2 ' with the information. as quickly as I could. I would say within 5 
2?3 minutes 

2?4 We did not receive any threat against Dr, King, near the time 
2?5 of his death. However, threats had been made over a period of 
2?6 time. I have no recollection of receiving any information There 
2?? was difficulty with the march a week before. 



278 The Cointelpro would normally come out Washington. I have no 

279 recollection of receiving a memo dated 28 march ('68.) We in 

280 Memphis did not try to plany any story in, the localk press. It's 

281 inconceivable. That Cointelpre memo would have been an 

282 intraoffice memo. It would not have come to the field office in 

283 that form. It would have come to us in the form of , general 

284 instruction. 

285 The RTi is primarily an investigative agency, Rioting, 

286 looting was the jurisdiction of local police. There was an 

287 intelliugeance aspect. I would h ate to identify any oine group 

288 with the riots. It could have teen spontaneous. I can't answer 

289 (directly) if we had informers in the Invaders. I wouldn'y he 

290 surprised if we had informers in the group. I'm sure that there 
,291 was adequate coverage of the Invaders. 

292 On the "basis of the evidence I find it difficult to arrive at 

293 any conclusion other than that thye murder was committed hv Hay. 

294 There was a large number of police departments involved La., 

295 Canada, Mexico, Scotland Yard, etc. 

296 The escape happened very easily. Who were we looking for. The 

297 minute- the shot was fired, no one said an Alabama license plate 

298 wwith a white Mustang. There v/ere 600 white Mustangs in Shelby 

299 County alone. One young black on the scene was sure that it was a 

300 white Mustang another witness said that it was a. compact car. 

301 Ray could have been across the Arkansas bridge in 5 minutes. A 

302 roadblock was put up , hut the car Id didn't hap "pen early 

303 enough for the roiadblocks to be effective. 

304 It was a good investigation. Ramsey Clark gave me a bopnus 

305 for the job we did on the case. Cointelpro didn't have any thing 

306 to do with the investigation. 



307 


The shot had. to come from the hathroon window. We checked the 
308 hotel thoroughly. 

30S Ray's appeal is based on technicality. There are still a lot 
310. of people who donj't 3elieve that John Wilkes Booth killed 

311 Lincoln even now. There are a lot of theories on the King 

312 assassinatiopn , we have to go on evidence. 


( ( (INI ) ) ) 



